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AGENDA

→ Departure

→ Arrival Domestic

→ Arrival International

→ Departure International

→ Arrival back to USA from International 

Goal: to have an idea of what to expect when flying this 
summer
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You can do it. Airports are pretty easy once you figure them out.

Ask for help if you need it. Don’t be shy. I guarantee you there will be 
other people who look way more clueless than you.

Call if you’re stuck and have already tried asking for help.

Follow the signs. Airports are set up to make it hard to get totally 
lost.

KEY THINGS TO REMEMBER
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D E P A R T U R E :  L E A V I N G  Y O U R  
H O M E T O W N  A I R P O R T
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WHAT DO I NEED BEFORE GOING TO AIRPORT

→ Passport/ID (have at least 2 extra copies)

→ Cell Phone (if you have one) and Summer Search Emergency Contact Card

→ Flight Itinerary (2 copies)

→ Carry-On Luggage

→ Checked Bag (if you have one)

→ Spending Money
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Know your airline before, so when you are
arriving by car you know what Terminal to go to
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Reading your itinerary…
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Then check in, get boarding pass, and drop 
off bags (your family can be with you here)
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READING YOUR BOARDING PASS
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Check your flight status to confirm the 
gate number and that it’s on time
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Then follow signs for “All Gates” and 
go through security
(family can’t go past this
point)
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WHAT GOES IN YOUR CARRY-ON?
→ 3oz. Or less size of liquids/gels/creams that can fit in a Ziploc bag

→ A water bottle, with no water in it (you can fill it up once you get 
through security

→ Extra pair of underwear, tshirt, toothbrush (in case of delays)

→ Sweatshirt/warm layer in case its chilly

→ A book or something to do on the plane (there is usually no 
internet)

→ Wallet, passport/ID, phone (if you have it), copies of itinerary, any 
other important paperwork
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LIQUIDS ON A PLANE!
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CARRY-ONS! 
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Once through security, go find your gate and
chill 

Confirm your flight is 
listed on the monitor 

(sometimes they won’t 
be if it’s more than 2-3 

hours away)
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Then enjoy your flight!
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A R R I V A L  D O M E S T I C  ( I N  U S A )
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Once your off the plane, follow signs to
“Baggage Claim”
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Find the right baggage claim by looking at the 
monitors and get your bag
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Then pick up your checked bag
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Same process when you fly back, just slightly different 
look.

Your program’s travel instructions will tell you where to 
meet your trip instructors. Check with your mentor if you 
do not have this already.

By that point, you’ll be a pro.

Repeat the process on your way home!
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A R R I V A L  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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Once you’re off the plane, follow signs to
Baggage/Immigration/Customs
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You’ll then go through customs/immigration. 
There will be signs if you need to buy your visa
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Go through until baggage claim, and then meet
your program
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D E P A R T U R E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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The only difference is, you will then go through 
immigration again, usually before or after security, before 
getting on your plane.

You’ll basically get your stamp saying you left the country.

Same as departure in the USA
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A R R I V A L  B A C K  T O  U S A  F R O M  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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Complete the Customs Declaration on the plane
(they usually give you a copy on the plane)
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Sample Front Back

Fill out only if 
you bought 

things to bring 
back. It’s likely 

under $150, 
doesn’t have to 

be exact 
(because it’s so 
low, they won’t 

bother you)

Be general. 
“Gifts.” 

“Souvenirs.” 
“Clothes.” 

Don’t bring 
back 

food/plants 
(get’s 

complicated)
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Follow signs to Immigration/Customs/Border
after you land
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Go through immigration/customs
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Then go through customs line 
“Nothing to Declare” (hand them your card)
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Then pick up your checked bag
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If transferring to another flight once back in US, 
follow signs to Connecting/Transfers, it not, exit
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If transferring, you will then drop off your 
checked bag, and go through security again
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Then check your flight status again to get your 
gate number for your next flight
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Confirm your flight is 
listed on the monitor 

(sometimes they won’t 
be if it’s more than 2-3 

hours away)

Then hang out again by your gate 
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E N J O Y  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E !


